Assessment of drugs for activity in established type II collagen arthritis.
Arthritis was induced in a proportion of rats sensitized with type II collagen and Freund's incomplete adjuvant. Rats which developed arthritis had significantly higher antibody titres and significantly greater delayed hypersensitivity responses to type II collagen than rats which did not develop arthritis. Anti-inflammatory and anti-rheumatic drugs were evaluated against type II collagen arthritis. Dexamethasone reduced inflammatory swelling, reduced both the antibody titre and delayed hypersensitivity to type II collagen and exerted joint protection. Indomethacin reduced inflammatory swelling. Azathioprine, Clozic, Levamisole, D-Penicilamine and Sulphapyridine did not exert significant beneficial activity in this test.